CHAPTER   XIII

MINISTRY  OF  MAHARAJAH  CHANDOO  LAL   (continued)

PERIOD   1825  TO   1845

HE   twentv-five   years   com-
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prised in the period treated
of in this chapter, although
extending over a time of
profound peace, are not mar-
ked by any of the triumphs
of peace. The record unfor-
tunately is not one of progress, but of deterioration,
and at the close of the period it seemed as if nothing
but a miracle could save the Hyderabad State from
ruin. Not the ruin brought about by the armed
forces of the enemy, as seemed so probable at the
end of the previous century, after the battle of
Kurdla ; but financial ruin, which is sometimes even
more fatal in its results. To use a homely phrase, it
may be said of Hyderabad that during this period the
State was not only burning its candle at both ends;
but in the middle also ; and, in pursuance of the policy
of non-interference, it was allowed to continue in its
career unchecked by what had been the allied, but had

now become the paramount Power.    The state of dis-
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